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      More Than 9,000 Public Comments Received on Amendments to Northwest Forest Plan


 
The initial comment period for the US Forest Service's Northwest Forest Plan concluded February 2nd. The Forest Service had been accepting comments on a Notice of Intent that the agency will prepare an Environmental Impact Statement to evaluate the effects of proposed amendments to the plan. More than 9,000 comments were received from the public which are now being analyzed to refine the proposed action, identify initial concern, and explore potential alternatives and environmental impacts. Using that information, a Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be created, posted and available for public viewing and additional comments in the coming months. In addition to public comments, the Forest Service has been actively engaging state and local leaders, tribes, community-based organizations and others. The proposed amendment will affect the land management plans of 17 national forests and grasslands across 24.5 million acres of federally managed lands in western Oregon and Washington and northwest California. The Northwest Forest Plan was established in 1994. After nearly 30 years, the plan needs to be updated to accommodate changed ecological and social conditions. ...Read more


      
    

      Oregon State Fire Marshal Launches Incentive Program for Defensible Space Projects


 
To help those living in communities most likely to be impacted by a wildfire, the Oregon State Fire Marshal (OSFM) is launching an incentive program to help Oregonians pay for defensible space projects. As part of the program, those who meet eligibility requirements will receive a $250 one-time payment. Homeowners, renters and property owners must live in select areas of the state, and then request and receive a free defensible space assessment. The free assessments are given by a local fire service agency member or an OSFM representative. An expert will walk the participant's property with them and provide valuable one-on-one time to discuss how to build and increase their fire resiliency. After the assessment, those who qualify will receive the payment in the mail for their participation. This incentive is designed to encourage people to implement the recommendations received during their assessment. Nearly all communities in Josephine and Jackson counties qualify for the program including Grants Pass, Cave Junction, Williams, Merlin, Rogue River, Gold Hill, Central Point and White City. For more details about the OSFM program, visit the agency website. ...Read more


      
    

      ODOT Reports Bridge Replacement Work to Close RR Highway at Foots Creek for 30 Days


 
The Oregon Department of Transportation has announced that work on Rogue River Highway bridge replacements will begin in earnest in the near future. This ODOT project will replace three 1920s-era bridges on Highway 99 with structures that are better able to withstand earthquakes. The bridges are located east of the City of Rogue River at Birdseye Creek, Foots Creek and Millers Gulch. Construction has begun at the Foots Creek Bridge. Watch for intermittent lane and shoulder closures through the work zones and expect delays of up to 20 minutes, Mondays through Fridays between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.. Starting in the middle of this month, Rogue River Highway will be closed at Foots Creek for approximately 30 days. Motorists are advised to use alternate routes. The contractor will provide a vehicle for bicyclists and pedestrians -- including those with disabilities -- who need to travel through the closure area. ...Read more
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      Grants Pass Broadcasting Corporation does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender or ethnicity in the placement, scheduling or completion of purchase of advertising. Any order that includes any such restriction will not be accepted.
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